








Government Affairs report  
Barbara Ingram-Rice 

Legislative meetings start March 8th for 
60 days and go into April. 40 bills listed 
and majority related to Medicaid Reform 
Overview: Eldercare, Aging Resource 
Centers, Medicaid Reform Massage ther-
apy regulations, OT private practice, ad-
junct therapy naturopathic medicine, de-
regulated in 1959 (scope of practice is-
sues) Repealing CE Broker-filing the bill, 
pass senate, stalled in committee and 
house. Email legislators, write letters to 
Tallahassee to repeal CE Broker 
(AOTA letter, contact, counterpart PTA, 
CE Broker, Dept of Health) 
 
Status of Policies and Procedures Man-
ual updated by FOTA Secretary. At 
this time we have 17 Policies and Proce-
dures that will need review from Presi-
dent for completion.  
 
 
FOCUS and Website Update 
A FOTA member, who was asked to con-
sider being the FOCUS newsletter editor 
joined the phone conference to give a 
proposal to the EB as to her reimburse-
ment rate for serving in this position. She 
discussed with EB members many inno-
vative strategies she had that could po-
tentially increase our revenue from the 
FOCUS. Due to our limited budget the 
EB discussed looking at more proposals, 
and suggesting a counter proposal to her. 
President-Elect will discuss the counter-
proposal.  Raquel Maria Elliott suggested 
we contact Nicole Shea who may be in-
terested in the OT editor position. Karen 
will send SOP to her and follow up with 
whether or not she is interested. For the 
next FOCUS the President will collect 
articles and edit them with a Call for Pa-
pers, ballot, and board minutes being part 
of the contents. Deadline for FOCUS 
April 4th.  
 
Website Update: The VP and President-
Elect are working on improving the Web-
site. Suggested changes to the Website 
include adding more content, closing the 
under construction sections and members 
only section until content is added. Addi-
tions to the Website may include a link to 
the Bylaws, FOTA information, reports 
from the RA, and board reports. It was 

clear that more discussion surrounding 
the Website needs to occur. 
 
Motion 4:  Move to discuss members log 
on concerns for website at the August 
Planning Session.   Unopposed by Execu-
tive Board members. 
 
Motion 5:  Move to delete members only 
link off website.  
Unopposed by Executive Board mem-
bers. 
 

Members At Large Reports 
 
Elena Vizvary: SW Region 
South Bay district has one disc of names 
and different regions of licensees SW 
region that the region bought for $55 for 
contact about upcoming meetings. Sara 
Jane contacted them in Ft. Myers to ask 
to get in touch with a FOTA member and 
meet with them at FCGU, group affili-
ated in Ft Myers with OT/COTAs. 
 
Alice Krauss: NE Region 
New member on board and no report at 
this time 
 
Caryl Patterson: NC Region:  
No report at this time 
 
Dorothy Lefford: CE Region: 
Reported double attendance at last meet-
ing, challenging 50% to attend with 
CEU's offered and had more people in 
January. Coming up April, Easter Seals 
and OT families with special needs are 
having a walk with me fundraiser at ISB, 
DB Team together for Volusia/Flagler 
Forum. Other activities coming up are: 
daycare, developmental motor skills, po-
sitioning in wheelchair events. 
 
Lauren Janusz: South Region 
Lauren reports she will be moving to 
Delaware in June. Broward Forum is 
meeting at the end of March and having 
Dave & Lori report on RA resolutions; 1 
hour  CEU, SI course by Irna Blanch, and 
Physical Agent Modality course in July 
by Tammy LeSage planned. 
 
Lori Blalock: CW Region 
Lori has resigned her position with a let-
ter sent to EB. She will moving 
out of state to South Carolina. We wish 

her the best of luck. 
 
Motion 6:  Move to appoint Raquel El-
liot as Member at Large Central West 
Region position. Unopposed by Execu-
tive Board. 
 
NW Region-open-no report at this time 
Capitol Region-open-no report at this 
time 
 
South East Region-open-no report at 
this time 
 

AOTA Representative Update 
David D. Clark and Pat Marvin.  

 
We are getting ready for the meetings in 
Long Beach, CA and the deadline to vote 
online for AOTA Board of Directors is 
March 21st. Members can log on to 
AOTA members only section and vote. 
 
Other Topics: 
Working and planning in progress for 
August Planning Session meeting 
and next teleconference tentatively 
scheduled for last of April. 
 
Unfinished business: 
Agenda items suggested for the next 
meeting or for the planning session in 
August:  
FOTA membership drive  
Members only link  
FOTA website issues 
Fall Conference Planning update and 
keynote speaker 
Update on OT Newsletter Editor  
Proposals 
 
Meeting adjourned: 9:20pm 
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